Table 2.  Attacks within the oilfield area, Block 5A  

	Date
	Location 
	Description
	Perpetrator
	Reference

	Ca. 15-09-1997
	Nhialdiu
	Nhialdiu clinic and surrounding villages attacked, looted and burned.
	Forces of Matiep
	MSF 2002: 29
; HRW 2003:179


	1998
	Ryer
/Thar Jath
	Residents of Ryer/Thar Jath told to leave after Chinese subcontractor had installed large compound in 1998. When villagers had fled all houses but two were burned.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:191


	25-02-1998
	Nhialdiu
	Village of Nhialdiu and two other villages attacked and looted.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:192


	03-1998
	Duar
	Duar clinic and village attacked and destroyed. MSF nurse (David Diapp) killed while fleeing Duar.
	SSIM forces under the command of Tito Biel
	MSF 2002:29


	04-1998
	Nhialdiu
	Six villages in Nhialdiu area looted and burned.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003: 192


	27-06-1998
	Duar
	Village of Duar attacked and burned, including compound of medical NGO Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), the building housing the local authority, and the school (assisted by UNICEF). 
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:193


	First half of  1998
	Oil installations and convoys
	One of Lundin's trucks ambushed. Four Sudanese taken as prisoners, of which two escaped and two were executed. 
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:193


	Ca. 28-06-1998
	Koch
	Village of Koch attacked and burned, as well as surrounding villages, including 50 small chapels, 4 clinics, 5 schools, and 6 local government posts. The forces attacked the area three times in 1998. 
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:193-4


	06-1998
	Ler
	Village of Ler attacked and burned, including Ler hospital, MSF feeding centres. MSF nurse (William Diu) was killed while fleeing Ler.
	Forces of Peter Gatdet (then-allied to the SSUM). 
	MSF 2002:29
; HRW 2003:198


	16-07-1998
	Ler 
	Village of Ler attacked while WFP was performing a food distribution action.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:202


	08-1998
	Ler 
	Village of Ler attacked. Abductions and random killings of livestock were reported.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:203


	12-10-1998
	Nhialdiu
	Village of Nhialdiu and forces of Matiep ser under attack.  
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:204


	End of  04-1999
	Oil installations and convoys
	Convoy with government troops ambushed 2 hours south of Bentiu. Later, the convoy returned with government enforcement. This time the forces of Matiep broke through the ambush.
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:268


	Ca 02-05-1999
	Oil installations and convoys
	Camp where the oil workers sleep (Ryer/Thar Jath) set under night attack. Two northern Sudanese government employees executed and one seriously injured. 
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:268


	02-05-1999
	Ler 
	Army garrison of Payak, Ler, attacked. 
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:271
; IRIN WebPages


	Beginning of 
05-1999
	Guk
	Village of Guk attacked and occupied.
	GoS/Mujahedeens
	HRW 2003:272


	Beginning of 
05-1999
	Koch
	Village of Koch attacked while SSDF "retreated defending" due to lack of ammunition.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:272


	Beginning of 
05-1999
	Ler 
	Village area of Ler attacked and occupied under reinforcement by air forces.
	Forces of Matiep/GoS
	HRW 2003:273


	05-1999 
to 06-1999
	Nhialdiu
	Air-strip of Nhialdiu destroyed, thus denying SPLA air supplies "from foreign organizations".
	GoS
	HRW 2003:273


	06-1999
	Mayandit
	Village of Mayandit attacked and destroyed. Villagers and refugees were forced to flee, many killed. SW of Leer
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:280


	12-06-1999
	Nhialdiu area
	Village of Nhialdiu bombed, 24 civilians and soldiers were killed as they crossed a river in the area.
	GoS
	HRW 2003:273-4


	03-07-1999
	Ler
	Attack on the forces of Matiep, present in Ler.  
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:261


	Beginning of 
07-1999
	Ler, Duar, Koch, Boaw and Nhialdiu
	Rebel offensive re-taking the villages of Ler, Duar, Koch, Boaw and Nhialdiu 
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:308-9


	11-07-1999 
to 12-07-1999
	Nhialdiu, Boaw, Duar and Koch
	Government attack chasing SSDF south with use of Antonovs and gunship. At least 11 civilians were killed, including 2 children, and many cattle.
	GoS
	HRW 2003:313


	12-07-1999
	Bentiu
	Raid in Bentiu. Many were detained and SSDF/UDSF civilians killed, among them state ministers.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:261


	08-1999
	Spread areas around Nhialdiu, Boaw, Duar and Koch
	Rebel offensive in spread areas around Nhialdiu, Boaw, Duar and Koch.
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:314


	End of 09-1999
	Bentiu
	Village attacked in fighting. Feeding programs in the city run out of rations.
	Forces of Gatdet
	HRW 2003:318-9


	28-09-1999
	Ler
	Rebel offensive attacking government forces at the Piliny bridge between Ler and Adok, capturing two non-commissioned officers.
	SSDF
	HRW 2003:320


	10-1999
	Chotyiel
	The village of Chotyiel attacked by gunship and ground forcers.
	GoS (and government allied troops, referring to Arabs)
	Christian Aid 2001:8


	02-01-2000
	Between  Bentiu and Mayoum
	2 workers from the NGO CARE kidnapped in ambush.
	Unidentified gunman
	IRIN WebPages


	03-2000
	Dhorbor
	Village of Dhorbor attacked by Antonovs and helicopter gunship. More than 30 villagers killed.
	GoS (and government allied troops, referring to Arabs)
	Christian Aid 2001:8


	End of 03-2000
	Bentiu
	Rebel offensive forcing Government forces and troops of Matiep back to the town of Bentiu.
	SPLA/SPDF
	HRW 2003:341


	End of 03-2000
	Bentiu
	Retaliation on suspected SPLM/A/SPDF supporters in Bentiu. Many civilians in Bentiu were killed and displaced.
	GoS/Matiep
	HRW 2003:341


	15-04-2000
	Oil installations and convoys
	Ambush of military convoy from Bentiu to Ryer with material and personnel for the oilfield, including many unarmed Chinese.
	SPLA/SPDF
	HRW 2003:342


	16-04-2000
	Oil installations and convoys
	Ambush of convoy arriving the following day to Ryer/Thar Jath. The convoy was followed by the troops of Matiep, and mujahedeens. 
	SPLA/SPDF
	HRW 2003:343


	04-2000
	Bow
	The village of Bow attacked and MSFs kala azar centre looted.
	Unknown militiamen
	MSF 2002:29


	22-04-2000
	Oil installations and convoys
	Rebel ambush, destroyed 2 government convoys near Bentiu, and killing hundreds of enemy troops and capturing large quantities of weapons and equipment.
	SPLA
	IRIN WebPages


	07-2000
	Nimne
	Village of Nimne ransacked by the forces of SPLA.
	SPLA
	IRIN WebPages


	Ca. 11-05-2000
	Guit
	Village of Guit attacked and burned.
	GoS (and government allied troops)
	Christian Aid 2001:8


	05-2000
	Kuach
	Village of Kuach attacked by troops arriving in lorries.
	GoS (and government allied troops)
	Christian Aid 2001:8


	Ca. 07-06-2000
	Nimne
	Village of Nimne and the location of SPDF attacked.
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:351-2


	Ca. 15-07-2000
	Nhialdiu
	Village of Nhialdiu attacked and burned.
	GoS (referring to government militias)
	Christian Aid 2001: 8


	07-2000 

to 08-2000
	Boaw and Koch 
	Villages of Boaw and Koch attacked while Peter Gatdet's forces were pushed west over the Jur River.
	Forces of Paar / Matiep
	HRW 2003:359


	08-2000
	Koch
	Village of Koch attacked. 2 MSF health workers killed (Paul Tap and Stephen Gatdet) and medical supplies looted. 
	SPLA
	MSF 2002: 29


	26-01-2001
	Oil installations and convoys
	Three government stations and three oil wells near Bentiu captured. About 80 government soldiers killed, followed by heavy fighting in the area.
	SPLA
	IRIN WebPages


	02-2001
	Kuach
	Village of Thar near Kuac attacked and bombed ten times as of February 2001.
	GoS
	HRW 2003:387


	05-03-2001
	Nhialdiu
	Village of Nhialdiu burned out in rebel fight.
	SPDF
	HRW 2003:388


	09-12-2001
	Old Fangak (New Fangak)
	Village of Old Fangak attacked while targeting pro-government Nuer commander Gabriel Tanginya. 
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:389


	Ca. 30-12-2001
	Old Fangak  
	Brief recapturing of the village of Old Fangak.
	Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:389


	Ca. 20-12-2001
	Helicopter, ca 100 km south of Rubkona
	Lundin helicopter shot down and pilot gravely wounded.
	Suspected: Forces of Matiep
	HRW 2003:389-90


	26-12-2001
	Oil installations and convoys
	Rebel attack on garrison of Pultutni (for Ryer/Thar Jath), Kuok, and kilometres 40. The killing of enemy soldiers was reported.
	SPLM/A
	HRW 2003:390


	07-01-2002
	Old Fangak  
	Village of Old Fangak attacked and recaptured.
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:389


	13-01-2001
	Pultutni
	Rebel attack on garrison of Pultutni.
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:390


	13-01-2002 

to 25-01-2002
	Oil installations and convoys
	The rebel armies of SPLA/SPDF declared oil installations military targets. Convoys set under bloody attacks. 
	SPLA/SPDF
	deGuzman 2002:18


	14-01-2002
	Oil installations and convoys
	Ambush on the road between the villages of Nhialdiu and Bentiu. Large convoy attacked of about 7 000 men including regular army soldiers, "tribal militias", two helicopter gunship and an Antonov bomber. 
	SPLM/A – GoS 
	HRW 2003:390
; IRIN WebPages


	Beginning 

of 01-2002
	Area around Nimne
	Village of Nimne attacked by air forces, including Antonovs, gunship and rocket. Thereafter horsemen were set in to raid the village.  
	GoS
	Christian Aid 2002:6


	23-01-2002
	Oil installations and convoys
	Ambush of government convoy between the Ryer/Thar Jath garrison at Pultutni and Mirmir. 63 soldiers killed, 2 soldiers captured and various amounts of weapons.
	SPDF
	HRW 2003:391


	24-01-2002
	Koch
	Village of Koch attacked and bombed, using Antonovs. 
	GoS
	HRW 2003:392


	25-01-2002
	Koch, Ler and Mayandit
	Villages of Koch, Ler and Mayandit attacked by air force, using helicopter gunship.
	GoS
	HRW 2003:392


	25-01-2002
	Oil installations and convoys
	Ambush of government convoy 40 km south of Bentiu. 102 enemy soldiers killed and 4 captured. 
	SPDF
	HRW 2003:391


	25-01-2002
	Oil installations and convoys
	Convoy with two hundred conscripts ambushed. The Sudanese army sent for reinforcement for the Pultutni garrison and for the protection of Lundin's rig at Ryer/Thar Jath. The killing of 198 government soldiers was reported.
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:391-2


	26-01-2002
	Ler
	Government soldiers ambushed on their return to the Ler barracks from Payak airstrip. 15 government soldiers killed and 2 soldiers from the rebel army SPDF.
	SPDF
	HRW 2003:392


	End of 01-2002
	Pultuni
	The village of Pultuni attacked by gunship or Antonovs, thereafter looted and burned. Children and young men were abducted. 
	GoS
	Christian Aid 2002:6
; deGuzman 2002:10
 

	Beginning of 2002
	Buoth
	Village of Buoth and other surrounding villages attacked by artillery placed in the government garrison town of Wangkai. The attack was coupled with ground troops, displacing the people in the area.
	GoS
	HRW 2003:392-3


	Beginning of 

02- 2002
	Ryer
	Ryer attacked by air force, including Antonovs, gunship and rocket attacks. Horsemen were then set in to raid the village.
	GoS
	Christian Aid 2002:6
; deGuzman 2002:10


	07-02-2002
	Nimne
	Village of Nimne looted by unknown militia, then attacked and bombed by government forces. MSF health worker (James Koang) killed. 
	Unknown militia and GoS
	MSF 2002:29
; HRW 2003:396-7
; IRIN WebPages


	20-02-2002
	Bieh
	Village of Bieh attacked by helicopters while food aid was distributed. The killing of at least 24 people and the wounding of many was reported.
	GoS
	Christian Aid 2002:6
; deGuzman 2002:15
; IRIN WebPages


	Mid to late 02-2002
	Nhialdiu
	Fighting between government forces and rebel troops (SPLA) near Nhialdiu. Government forces attacked with helicopter gunship, tanks and troops. The forces of the government and SPLA clashed in a rebel ambush. The following days the villages around Nhialdiu were heavily bombarded by government air force. At the 20th of February government captured Nhialdiu. 
	GoS
	Christian Aid 2002:6-7
; deGuzman 2002:18
; HRW 2003:397-400
; IRIN WebPages


	02-2002
	Bieh
	The village of Bieh attacked. MSF suspend their health services located in the village.
	GoS
	MSF 2002:29


	Mid to late 

02-2002
	Between Buoth and Nimne
	Civilians terrorized during their way to Nhialdiu. 
	GoS (government forces)
	deGuzman 2002:13


	29-02-2002
	Nhialdiu
	The village of Nhialdiu attacked and reoccupied for one day. 
	SPLA
	HRW 2003:400-401


	29-03-2002
	Nhialdiu
	Village of Nhialdiu attacked by SPLA in an attempt to recapture the village. The governmental forces stood up to the attack and inflicted heavy losses to the rebels.
	SPLA – GoS
	IRIN WebPages


	08-04-2002
	Koch, Bieh and Ryer
	Villages attacked and bombed. Intense fighting resulting in a high number of causalities on both sides (SPLA and GoS)
	GoS
	IRIN WebPages


	21-05-2002
	Ryer
	Village attacked and bombed by Antonov-32 bomber, in which 16 bombs were reportedly dropped. 18 people were killed and up to 85 wounded many seriously.    
	GoS
	IRIN WebPages


	24-10-2002
	Koch
	Towns of Koch attacked 
	SPLA
	IRIN Web Pages


	24-01-2003
	North of Ler
	Fighting between rebel army and GoS.
	GoS – Rebel army
	IRIN WebPages


	26-01-2003
	South of Ler
	Intense fighting between ground troops from both sides (Government forces and rebel army), south of the garrison town of Ler for about one hour (around midday).
	GoS – Rebel army 
	IRIN WebPages



Everyone said that the entire Northern part of Western upper Nile, from north of

Nhialdiu, East to Nimne, West to Buoth and South to Duar, Ngop, Rier, Pultuni Kuey and

Chang was all war zone. This is where Lundin Petroleum projects the all-weather road

to Adok. The road also serves the Government’s intentions to strengthen the garrison at

Payak. Huge numbers of villages were burned and civilians attacked along the Northern

end of this road in early 2000. Now, the Government forces have attacked the villages

along the Southern end of the road and other areas at great distances from the road such

as Chang, Kuey, Waak and Ngop.
Lundin Petroleum announced suspension of its operations on 22 January 2002,

nearly a month after the attack on its oil installation at Rier. Both the road construction

workers and Lundin staff were evacuated from the area. This suspension was not a

protest against the crimes committed for the sake of the industry’s safety. Operations

were suspended because of insecurity.

The area around Nhialdiu was depopulated in February and the town itself

captured on 22 February 2002.

The first time Lundin announced suspension in early 2000, the Government of the

Sudan conducted a savage depopulation offensive along the new oil road in Western

Upper Nile. This time, Lundin Petroleum and OMV senior management have publicly

expressed the hope that operations will be resumed in December 2002, after the rains.

HRW 2003:

A Journalist Travels the Oil Road, April 2001

invited Anna Koblanck, a Swedish journalist from Dagens Nyheter (Stockholm), on a trip down the oil road from Bentiu
A chief displaced into Bentiu told the Swedish journalist that his village was burned down by government militias before the road was built, and that the road goes straight through the area that used to be his village. Three other villages had been burned along the road, one of them Dorang, which the journalist was shown on her Lundin tour. “It is not more than a pile of grass and branches on the ground right now, and the village itself is not much more than an army camp,” she wrote, confirming the chief’s testimony.

Halfway down Lundin Oil’s road was the village of Kuach, which the Swedish journalist visited. At one time, Kuach had reportedly been the home of 8,000 residents, but she observed a place that was “mainly just a camp for the SSIM militia. Hundreds of men are sitting in the shade of the trees with their automatic rifles close by. Many of them are just boys.

The journalist found out that a village “on the map located in the middle of the old road close to Lundin Oil’s road” reportedly had been leveled to the ground. Some claimed that government forces had destroyed the village, while others said that guerrilla forces had burned it down. The journalist’s translator was from that village, which he said was attacked eight months before (September 2000), at the same time that the road was being built. The attackers had abducted his wife and seven-year-old daughter

HRW 2003:

The July 2000 fighting between pro-government and anti-government Nuer forces left an extensive stretch of territory between Nimne and Nhialdiu burned to the ground and tens of thousands of civilians displaced.

Observers in a relief plane flying over the area between Nimne and Nhialdiu (some fifty kilometers or 22.7 miles) saw few people, huts, or cattle, and saw that a wide swathe of land had been burned to the ground as far as the eye could see

There were an astounding number of displaced—up to 60,000—who fled with their cattle into Bentiu, counted by agencies assisting the displaced in the garrison town. Those who fled to the Jur River instead were neither counted nor fed, as the area was deemed too unsafe to assess and the government banned flights in to this SPLM/A-held area.

The fighting continued from Wicok, to Buoth, to Boaw, to Koch during the July-August 2000 perio

At 2 pm, February 15th 2002, 6 kilometers northeast of NHIALDIU. The MI-24 gun-ships attacked the village areas in the vicinity of the battle, which resulted in the killing of a large number of civilians.

Nhialdiu on February 20, 2002, was equally precise. Twenty-four hours of non-stop aerial bombardment of the town and the surrounding villages by artillery. During the attack, the civilian population fled south towards the CHAAR River and the town of WAUK (lige ved Ngob). At 8 am the next morning, the GOS forces and horse-mounted militia supported by MI-24 Hind gun-ships began to sweep and clear the area to the south of NHIALDIU towards the river CHAAR. Villages were burned and looted without quarter and their inhabitants slaughtered by both ground and air attacks.
ECOS Report:
The Government reacted with aerial attacks, and used both

Antonovs and helicopter gunships, on Tagil, Padeah, Koch and many other locations

throughout January and February.
The area around Nhialdiu was depopulated in February and the town itself

captured on 22 February. The SPLA regrouped and retook Nhialdiu on 29 February, but

only held it for one day. By Easter Sunday, the Government forces had retaken control.

The Government of the Sudan seems to have turned its attention from the road in a bid to

take and hold the area all the way South to Boaw where old Chevron capped wells are

located. By
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Most of the Northern part of Block 5A in Western Upper Nile has been


depopulated after attacks by Government forces in mid-February 2002. The


Government of the Sudan claims that its offensive was aimed at SPLA forces


in the region, but the available evidence shows that the civilian population


has been the Government of the Sudan's primary target.


An estimated 50 – 60,000 displaced are currently on the move in


search of safety, food and shelter. The depopulated areas form a wide ring


around the operating sites of the Lundin Petroleum-led consortium and


extend the length of its access road.


Some of the displaced have fled from villages north of Nhialdiu and have walked


South to Wicok across numerous swamps and rivers under the cover of darkness to a hot,


dusty village called Chotchar. Others were chased from villages in the Nimne area and


fled South towards Chang, Kuey, and Pam before finally dividing themselves up and


settling temporarily in the villages of Wunlit and Touc.


“They want our land so they can get the oil,” said Chepak Theaf Kac in the


village of Mayar Luok, near Wicok. “They do not want Southerners to remain on their


land.” Rhoda Nyareak Chany, from Wangrial near Nhialdiu, lost ten of her relatives


during the helicopter gunship attack on her village. “Many little children drowned in the


river as they tried to escape the horsemen,” Roda explained. “The horsemen chased the


people to the river and shot at them as they struggled across burdened with young


children and the elderly. Evan pregnant women were not spared.” Roda knew two


young women, Nylaluak Riek and Nyanhialdiu, who were very near term, The horsemen still shot them as they fled.


The pattern of terrifying attacks on villages was consistent with information found


during the team’s follow-up assessment in March. The team found that people had been


driven from three major areas – the area between Nimne and Bentiu, the villages north of


Nhialdiu, and the areas between Buoth and Rubnyagai. The people generally head South,


in an attempt to put as many rivers and swamps between them and the Government


ground forces. The bulk of the population of the Northern part of Block 5A, Western


Upper Nile, is seeking refuge in the Southwest corner of the County just as the people of


Blocks 1 and 2 in Ruweng County have been pushed into the northeast and Southeast


corners of their County. In all, the depopulated areas form a wide ring around the


operating sites of Lundin Petroleum-led consortium and its access road.
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